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ROUTINES AND STRATEGIES

People like routines. They create their own 

routines as a coping strategy to compensate for 

lack of understanding.

Checking the schedule and following the work 

system are 2 powerful routines that build 

independence and flexibility.
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VISUAL SUPPORTS
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WRITING CHECKLIST W/ 

VISUAL SUPPORTS
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VISUAL SUPPORTS FOR EMOTIONS
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VOICE

CHART
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TIME OUT EXPECTATIONS
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SETTING LIMITS
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OTHER VISUAL SUPPORTS
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COMMUNICATION
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RECEPTIVE VS. EXPRESSIVE

LANGUAGE

 Receptive Language:
 Our ability to receive and understand language.

 Expressive Language:
 Our ability to produce understandable language.

 Not always verbally! There are many ways we can express things nonverbally.
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POTENTIAL INDICATORS OF A

RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE DELAY

 Not seeming to listen when they are spoken to

 Appearing to lack interest when books are read 
to them

 Unable to identify pictures or understand 
concepts

 Inability to understand complicated sentences

 Inability to follow verbal directions

 Difficulty comprehending text
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POTENTIAL INDICATORS FOR A EXPRESSIVE

LANGUAGE DELAY

 Difficulty putting words and sentences together to express 

thoughts

 Word recall difficulty

 Limited use of vocabulary: “stuff”, “thing”

 Incorrect grammar such as pronouns (she/her), tense (goed/went), 

plurals (mouse/mice)

 Spoken language is simpler than peers

 Difficulty retelling stories or relaying information in an organized 

manner
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PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE

 Using language for different purposes: 

(greetings, informing, commenting, requesting)

 Changing language according to the 

listener/situation: (talking to a baby vs. adult, 

giving background info to unfamiliar listener)

 Following rules for conversations and 

storytelling: (taking turns, introducing topics, 

rephrasing when misunderstood, nonverbal 

signals).
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POTENTIAL INDICATORS FOR A PRAGMATIC

LANGUAGE DELAY

 Core deficit area in students with Autism

 Difficulty initiating, maintaining, terminating 

conversations.

 Observe more solitary play

 Lack of eye contact

 Narrow range of communicative intents

 Lack of understanding of speaker-listener roles
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HELPFUL TOOLS TO SUPPORT LANGUAGE IN

THE CLASSROOM

 Expanding Expression Tool (EET)

 Story Grammar Marker (SGM)

 Cueing Hierarchy

 Social Stories

 Contingency Maps
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EXPANDING

EXPRESSION

TOOL (EET)
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EXPANDING EXPRESSION TOOL (EET)

WWW.EXPANDINGEXPRESSION.COM

 Oral expression

 Written expression

 Vocabulary comprehension

 Defining and describing

 Making associations

 Stating functions of objects

 Categorization

 Similarities and differences

 Students quickly learn each symbol and consistently
describe and define objects and items providing 6-7
details in an organized manner.

 It allows students to quickly progress from word to
phrase to paragraph to multi-paragraph levels.
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EET
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EET MANIPULATIVES
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EET STUDENT EXAMPLES

 Before:

Banana: you can eat it, you can peel it. (Student described 1 

element)

Dog: a pet, a terror. (Student described 1 element)

 After:

Banana: It is a fruit, you eat it, it is yellow/green, it has a peel, 

you find it in a grocery store. (Student described 5 elements)

Dog: It is an animal/pet, it barks, it can be any color (not 

really), it has a tail. (Student described 4 elements)
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DESCRIBING WITH THE EET: TURKEY
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DESCRIBING WITH EET: VISUAL SUPPORTS
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CATEGORIZING: GREEN GROUP
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MAKING ASSOCIATIONS: WHITE WHERE
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MAKING ASSOCIATIONS: BLUE DO
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PRE-WRITING ORGANIZER
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WORDS TO SENTENCES TO PARAGRAPH
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USE TO ENCOURAGE DETAILS IN PICTURE DRAWINGS FOR

YOUNGER STUDENTS
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VENN DIAGRAM
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VENN DIAGRAM

TORTOISE - SNAIL
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CLASSROOM LEADER

ELECTION SPEECH
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EET FILE FOLDER STUDENT EXAMPLE
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EET FILE FOLDER STUDENT EXAMPLE
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GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS USING INFORMATIONAL

TEXT
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